ENROLLED HOUSE
BILL NO. 1460 By: Wells of the House

and

WIllians of the Senate

An Act relating to schools; anmending 70 O. S. 1991, Section
1210.561, as |ast anended by Section 10, Chapter 348, O S.L.
1996 and Section 4, Chapter 248, O S. L. 1992 (70 O. S. Supp

2000, Sections 1210.561 and 1210.562), Section 65, Chapter 290,
O S. L. 1994 (70 O S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.566), as anended
by Section 135 of Enrolled House Bill No. 1214 of the 1st
Session of the 48th Okl ahoma Legislature, and Section 44,
Chapter 247, O S.L. 1996 (70 O S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.568),
as |l ast amended by Section 9 of Enrolled House Bill No. 1499 of
the 1st Session of the 48th Okl ahoma Legislature, which relate
to alternative education; adding certain entity eligible for a
grant award; providing criteria for grant awards; deleting
category of student; nodifying criteria for Alternative
Approaches grants; providing criteria for Hi gh Chall enge grants;
modi fying limtations for Alternative Approaches grants; adding
certain criteria; deleting certain criteria; deleting obsolete

| anguage; requiring annual needs assessnents by schoo

districts; deleting Alternative Education Acadeni es pil ot
programs fromthe statew de alternative education system

nmodi fying alternative educati on program graduati on requirenments;
prohi biting certain uses of statew de alternative education
fundi ng; nmodifying certain yearly funding | evel requirenent;

del eting expenditure requirenent for students in alternative
education; allow ng elenmentary school districts to request

wai ver from alternative education program requirenents;
prohibiting certain funding to school district granted a waiver;
repeal ing Section 62, Chapter 290, O S.L. 1994 (70 O S. Supp
2000, Section 1210.563), as |last anended by Section 134 of
Enrol |l ed House Bill No. 1214 of the 1st Session of the 48th

Okl ahoma Legi sl ature, and Section 63, Chapter 290, O S.L. 1994
(70 O S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.564), which relate to

Al ternative Education Acadeny grants; providing an effective
date; and decl aring an energency.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOVA:

SECTI ON 1. AVENDATORY 70 O'S. 1991, Section 1210.561, as |ast anmended
by Section 10, Chapter 348, O S.L. 1996 (70 O S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.561), is
anended to read as foll ows:

Section 1210.561 A. Contingent upon the provision of appropriated funds
designated for Alternative Approaches grants, the State Board of Education is
aut horized to award one or nore such conpetitive grants to | ocal education
agenci es e, nonprofit organizations fer, or entities formed by interloca
cooperative agreenents pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title. The grant awards
shall be nmade to school districts |located in counties with a high nunber of
dropouts for the school year preceding the year for which the grant is being
sought, and a hi gh nunber of referrals to the juvenile justice system |If the
grant award is to a nonprofit organi zation or entity forned by an interloca
cooperative agreenent, the program shall serve students in school districts
|l ocated in counties with a high nunber of dropouts and a high nunber of referrals
to the juvenile justice system The funds shall be awarded to prograns
specifically providing targeted services to high challenge chil dren and—youth.

Hi gh chal l enge children and—youth are those at risk of failing to conplete a
satisfactory education. Alternative Approaches grants shall include high
chal l enge grants for programs serving el enentary and niddl e grade students and




ehaLLenge—sLudean--Sueh-e@npeL#L##e Conpetltlve grants shall be of localand

state statewi de significance and shall be replicable across the state. Beginning
July 1, 1993, at least twenty percent (20% of the total dollar amunt of

Al ternative Approaches grants shall be awarded to districts replicating state-
val i dated prograns. State validation is a process carried out by the Alternative
Approaches Progranms Techni cal Assistance Center by which grant-funded prograns are
evaluated for effectiveness in reaching the targeted popul ation, local and state
significance, and replicability. The Technical Assistance Center shall report to
the State Departnent of Education the nane and description of any program which
recei ves state validation

B. To be eligible for a H gh Chall enge grant, a program shall neet research-
based criteria set by the State Departnent of Education. The Alternative
Approaches Techni cal Assistance Center shall provide the Departnment with research
and recomendati ons on effective programr ng for high chall enge children

C. The State Board of Education is further authorized to award one
conpetitive grant for operation of an Alternative Approaches Programs Technica
Assi stance Center. Said prograns shall not supplant programs or activities funded
by the United States Governnent pursuant to Chapter 1 of Title |I of the Elenentary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as anended. The High—Challenge Prograns
Al ternative Approaches Technical Assistance Center grant recipient shall have
priority, if its operations are deened satisfactory by the State Board of
Education and if funds are available, for annual renewal of the grant.

G- D. Service programgrant recipients shall have priority, if reconmended
by the Technical Assistance Center and if funds are available, for annual renewa
of grants by the State Board of Education in anmpbunts and on conditions as provided
in this section. |If a district has received grants for an at risk or high
chal l enge program for three consecutive school years and if the program upon
eval uation by the Technical Assistance Center neets the criteria set forth in
subsection A of this section and satisfies criteria set forth in rules adopted by
the State Board of Education pursuant to subsection B E of this section, funding
shal |l be as follows:

1. Funding for the fourth consecutive school year shall be in the anpunt of
fifty percent (50% of the average ampbunt of grants awarded for the program
pursuant to this section for the first three (3) consecutive school years; and

2. Except as otherw se provided, funding for the fifth consecutive schoo
year shall be awarded only if the program has been state-validated and replicated
by another district; for prograns that have received funding for three (3) years
prior to July 1, 1992, funding will be awarded only if the programis state-
val i dated and the grantee docunents attenpts to have the programreplicated; if
funding is awarded, it shall be in the ambunt of twenty-five percent (25% of the
average ampunt of grants awarded to the program pursuant to this section for the
first three (3) consecutive school years.

Al'l grants for the fourth and fifth school years as provided above shall be
mat ched with local funds or in-kind contributions. Programs which received grants
continuously for five (5) consecutive school years shall not thereafter be
eligible for grants pursuant to this section

B- E. Rules adopted by the State Board of Education shall incorporate or
provide for, but not necessarily be limted to:

1. Definition of the children and—yeuth deened hi gh chall enge for whom
services are sought; provided the definition shall be consistent with the
description of high challenge children and—youth set forth in subsection A of this
secti on;

2. The possibility of awards for one or nore of a variety of program
proposal s targeted for services to limted portions of the high challenge
popul ati on according to such distinctions as age groupings, rural or urban
settings, other cultural characteristics, or innovative service delivery
strat egi es;

3. Requirements that service program grant recipients have clear and
measur abl e goal s and obj ectives; show evidence of having given reasonabl e
consideration to coordination with other conmunity agencies and resources, where
appropriate, in the devel opment of their proposals; and agree to conply with al
requi renents of the Technical Assistance Center regarding use of assessment
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i nstrunments, provision of data, and provision of information necessary for program
eval uati on;

4. Requirenents that the recipient of the Technical Assistance Center grant
show command of relevant research and denonstrate capability for: Providing
techni cal assistance, including operation of clearinghouse functions; coordinating
wi th agencies such as the Oklahona Arts Council; perforning assessnent of high
chal l enge children and—youth; evaluating prograns for effectiveness; making
program cost assessnents; pronoting replication of successful progranms; and
capability for assisting program providers in attaining national validation of
their programs and qualifying for federal funding;

5. Utilization of a selection comrittee to review applications for program
and Techni cal Assistance Center grants and make recommendations to the State Board
of Education, said selection comrittee to include, to the greatest extent feasible
under constraints of time and funding, nationally recognized experts in the
education of high challenge children and—youth; and

6. Revocation of any high challenge or at risk grant awarded to, and
ineligibility for award of any future high challenge grant pursuant to this act
to, any grant recipient who has enployed prior to May 24, 1991, any person who
served as a volunteer assisting with the initial preparation of proposed rules for
hi gh challenge (fornerly designated as at risk) grant programs or any person
serving as a nenber of a selection comrittee during or within two (2) years
followi ng such person's service pursuant to paragraph 5 of this subsection

SECTI ON 2. AMENDATORY Section 4, Chapter 248, O S.L. 1992 (70 O S
Supp. 2000, Section 1210.562), is anmended to read as follows:

Section 1210.562 Alternative Approaches grants for alternative education
shall pet be limted to niddle grade | evel alternative schools provided by a
school district and to secondary grade |evel progranms provided pursuant to a
contract with a nonprofit organi zation. Notw thstanding self-identification of a
program as an alternative education program a programshall not receive state-
funded grants to provide alternative education adm nistered through the State
Depart ment of Education unless the program neets the following criteria-

seLi~e¥éLuaLLen for

Section 1210.568 of this title.

SECTI ON 3. AVENDATORY Section 65, Chapter 290, O S.L. 1994 (70 O S
Supp. 2000, Section 1210.566), as anmended by Section 135 of Enrolled House Bil
No. 1214 of the 1st Session of the 48th Okl ahona Legislature, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

Section 1210.566 A By July 11994 the State Board of Educationshall

B— By Each year by Decenber 1,—1994, every school district that serves
m ddl e school, junior high school and secondary school students shall conduct and
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report to the State Departnent of Education a needs assessnent to identify those
students in grades six through twelve who are nost at risk of not conpleting a
hi gh school education for a reason other than that identified in Section 13-101 of
this title, including students under the age of nineteen (19) who reside in the
district and have dropped out of school or are or have been suspended from school
Districts shall utilize data and information fromjuvenile justice agencies and
the Ofice of Accountability in conducting the needs assessnments. The results of
the needs assessnents shall be reported to the State Departnment of Education in a
format specified by the Departnent.

G- B. By May 1, 1995, every school district as specified in subsection B A
of this section shall develop and submit to the State Departnent of Education a
proposed pl an approved by the district board of education, for neeting the needs
of the students at risk of not conpleting a high school education as identified
through the needs assessment required in subsection B A of this section by
establishing, continuing or expanding alternative education prograns. The
district shall include parents, students, teachers, |aw enforcenent
representatives, judicial systemrepresentatives, social service representatives,
technol ogy center school district representatives, and others deened appropriate
by the board of education in the devel opnment of the proposed plan. |If the schoo
district overlaps a technol ogy center school district or districts, the plan shal
be coordinated with the board of education of each overl apped technol ogy center
school district.

B- C. The proposed plan shall be placed on file at the office of the schoo
district superintendent where it shall be nmade available to the public on request.

E- D. By Septenmber 1, 1995, the State Board of Education shall prepare and
subnmit to the Legislature and the Governor a proposed statew de plan, including a
statement of needed funding, for the provision of alternative education to
students in grades six through twelve who have been identified by school districts
in their needs assessnents as being at risk of not conpleting a high schoo
education for a reason other than that identified in Section 13-101 of this title.
The plan should include provisions for cooperative agreenents to provide services
for students in alternative education programs and coordination with the State
Board of Career and Technol ogy Educati on.

SECTI ON 4. AMENDATORY Section 44, Chapter 247, O S.L. 1996 (70 O S
Supp. 2000, Section 1210.568), as |ast anmended by Section 9 of Enrolled House Bill
No. 1499 of the 1st Session of the 48th Okl ahoma Legislature, is anended to read
as follows:

Section 1210.568 A. Beginning with the first senester of the 1996-1997

school year, the State Board of Education shall inplenent a statew de system of
alternative education prograns which shall be phased-in within six{86) seven (7)
years. The statew de system shall include but not be |linited to Alternative

Approaches grant prograns, funded pursuant to Section 1210.561 of this title,

a a 3 on A gdenm-e a a aldia¥a aa _naed D ~la a) )

1210563 of this title and alternative acadenies or alternative prograns
i npl enented pursuant to this section. Fhefunding for Alternative Education

B. Beginning with the first senester of the 2001-2002 2002-2003 school year,
all school districts of this state shall provide alternative education prograns
that conformto the requirenents of statutes and rules applicable to alternative
education. A program shall:

1. Allow class sizes and student/teacher ratios which are conducive to
effective learning for at-risk students;

2. Incorporate appropriate structure, curriculum and interaction and
rei nforcenent strategi es designed to provide effective instruction

3. Include an intake and screening process to deternmine eligibility of
st udent s;

4. Denonstrate that teaching faculty are appropriately |licensed or certified
teachers;
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5. Denonstrate that teaching faculty have been selected on the basis of a
record of successful work with at-risk students or personal and educationa
factors that qualify themfor work with at-risk students;

6. Reflect appropriate collaborative efforts with state agencies and | oca
agenci es serving youth;

7. Provide courses that neet the academ c curricula standards adopted by the
State Board of Education and additional renedial courses;

8. Ofer individualized instruction
9. State clear and neasurabl e program goals and objectives;

10. Include counseling and social services conponents with the provision
that providers of services are not required to be certified as school counselors;

11. Require a plan leading to graduati on be devel oped for each student in
the program which will allow the student to participate in graduation exercises
for the school district after neeting all—of the graduation requirenents of the
school district as specified in the individual graduation plan for that student;
provi ded, the plan shall specifically address whether the student is required to
meet the graduation requirenents established in Section 11-103.6 of this title;

12. O fer life skills instruction;

13. Provide opportunities for arts education to students, including Artists
in Residence prograns coordinated with the Okl ahoma Arts Council

14. Provide a proposed annual budget;

15. Include an evaluation conmponent including an annual witten self-
eval uati on;

16. Be appropriately designed to serve nmiddle school, junior high school and
secondary school students in grades six through twelve who are nost at risk of not
conpl eting a high school education for a reason other than that identified in
Section 13-101 of this title; and

17. Allow students in the alternative education program who otherw se neet
all of the participation requirenments, to participate in vocational prograns and
extracurricular activities, including but not limted to athletics, band, and
cl ubs.

C. The alternative education programof a school district shall be
operational and serving students by Septenber 15 of each school year

D. Each al ternative education program of a school district shall receive
fundi ng based on the conmbi ned nunber of dropouts and students within the district
who have been referred to a county juvenile service unit, a county juvenile bureau
or who have been committed to the custody of the Ofice of Juvenile Affairs. Each
alternative education program shall receive incentive funding as foll ows:

1. For the first year of operation, One Thousand Dol lars ($1, 000.00) per
student;

2. For the second year of operation, Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00)
per student; and

3. For the third year of operation and each year thereafter, Seven Hundred
Dol I ars ($700.00) per student.

Statewi de alternative education funding shall not be used to supplant existing

school district resources or to support prograns that do not neet all the criteria
for the statewide alternative education system No alternative education program
which has received funding for a prior year shall receive less than a total of Ten
Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000. 00) per school year.

E. By Septenber 15 of each school year, all revenue statewi de alternative
education funds received and expended for students participating in an alternative
education program shall be reported to the State Departnment of Education by mgjor
obj ect codes and by program cl assifications pursuant to the Okl ahona Cost
Accounting System as adopted by the State Board of Education pursuant to Section
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5-135 of this title. The school district shall be required to expend oneach

F. Elementary school districts, as defined in Section 5-103 of this title,

may request a waiver fromthe State Board of Education fromthe requirenents of
this section to inplenment and provide an alternative education program |If a
school district is granted a waiver, no statewide alternative education funding
shall be allocated to the district.

G 1. The State Board of Education shall contract for technical assistance
for operation of an Alternative Education Technical Assistance Center. The
techni cal assistance provider shall be an entity located in Oklahoma that has been
officially recognized by the United States Departnent of Education to assess and
facilitate dissen nation of validated educational prograns in Oklahoma. The
techni cal assistance provider shall have priority, if its operations are deened
satisfactory by the State Board of Education and if funds are available, for
annual renewal of the contract.

2. The duties of the technical assistance provider shall include, but shal
not be limted to:

a. providing initial and ongoing training of personnel who wll
educate at-risk popul ations through alternative education
pr ogr amns,

b. provi ding technical assistance to school districts to enhance the

probability of success of their alternative education prograns,
c. eval uating state-funded alternative education prograns,

d. reporting to the State Board of Education the evaluation results
of state-funded alternative education progranms, and

e. provi ding in-depth program anal ysis and eval uati on of state-
funded alternative education prograns.

G- H Al alternative education programs shall be subject to statutes and
rul es applicable to alternative education, including any exenptions fromstatutory
or regulatory requirenents authorized by statutes or rule.

H-|. An alternative education program may be offered by an individua
school district or may be offered jointly by school districts that have forned
i nterlocal cooperative agreenents pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title. Any
school district submitting a plan for an alternative education program serving
fewer than ten students shall enter into a cooperative agreenment w th another
school district to jointly provide the programunless the program has been granted
a waiver fromthis requirenent by the State Board of Education

+—J. Any materials or equiprment purchased by a school district with revenue
received for students participating in an alternative education programshall be
used only in or directly for the alternative education program offered by the
district or any subsequent alternative education programoffered to students
enrolled in that district. Such materials and equi pmrent shall be nade avail abl e
exclusively to alternative education students during the hours that the
alternative education programis operating; provided, the material or equipnent
may be used for other purposes when the alternative education programis not
operating.

J— K. Upon inplementation of this subsection as provided for in subsection &
M of this section and contingent upon the provision of appropriated funds
designated for such purpose, all school districts in the state providing
alternative education prograns as required in subsection B of this section shal
expand the prograns to include mddl e-school -grade students. The program shal
conformto the requirenments of subsection B of this section.

K-~ L. Upon inplermentation of this subsection as provided for in subsection &
M of this section and contingent upon the provision of appropriated funds
designated for such purpose, each urban school district identified by the State
Depart ment of Education as having a high popul ation of elenmentary grade students
who are at-risk and in need of alternative education shall provide el enmentary
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Il evel alternative education prograns. The State Departnent of Education shal
establish requirenments for the prograns. For purposes of this section, “urban
school district” neans a school district with an average daily nmenbership of
thirty thousand (30,000) or nore.

L~ M Inplermentation of subsections J—-and K and L of this section shall be
del ayed until the current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in
public elenentary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for the 1998-99
school year or any school year thereafter for Oklahoma, as reported by the
Nat i onal Center for Education Statistics annually in the Digest of Education
Statistics, reaches at |east ninety percent (90% of the regional average
expenditure for that same year, and funds are provided. For purposes of this
subsection, the regional average expenditure shall consist of the current
expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public elenmentary and
secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for each of the follow ng states:
Arkansas, Col orado, Kansas, M ssouri, New Mexico, Cklahonm, and Texas, averaged
together. By January 1 of each year, the State Board of Education shall report
whet her or not the ninety-percent expenditure | evel has been reached based on
information reported annually in the Digest of Education Statistics by the
National Center for Education Statistics. Subsections J-and Kand L of this
section shall be inplenented on July 1 after the first January 1 report verifies
that the ninety-percent expenditure | evel has been reached and funds have been
provi ded for the specific purposes of this section

SECTI ON 5. REPEALER Section 62, Chapter 290, O S.L. 1994 (70 O S
Supp. 2000, Section 1210.563), as |ast anended by Section 134 of Enroll ed House
Bill No. 1214 of the 1st Session of the 48th Okl ahoma Legi sl ature, and Section 63,
Chapter 290, O S.L. 1994 (70 O S. Supp. 2000, Section 1210.564), are hereby
repeal ed

SECTION 6. This act shall become effective July 1, 2001

SECTION 7. It being inmediately necessary for the preservation of the public
peace, health and safety, an energency is hereby declared to exist, by reason
whereof this act shall take effect and be in full force fromand after its passage
and approval

Passed the House of Representatives the 18th day of My, 2001

Presiding O ficer of the House of
Represent ati ves

Passed the Senate the 23rd day of My, 2001

Presiding Oficer of the Senate
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